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Tuesday, April 29 

Time Event Leader

9:00 AM Worship Tim Smith

9:25 AM 1. Pastoral Priorities: Watching Your Life and Ministry C.J. Mahaney

10:25 AM Break

10:45 AM 2. Dwelling in the Kingdom Mission Ed Stetzer

12:15 PM Lunch

12:30 PM Working Lunch: Acts 29 Overview Scott Thomas

1:10 PM 3. Dwelling Incarnationally Eric Mason

2:00 PM NYC Experience (see Description on page 35)

7:00 PM 4. Dwelling in the Text Mark Driscoll

Wednesday, April 30

Time Event Leader

9:00 AM Worship Tim Smith

9:20 AM 5. Dwelling with Non-Christians Darrin Patrick

10:15 AM Break

10:30 AM 6. Dwelling in the Gospel Tim Keller

Noon Lunch

12:15 PM Working Lunch: Redeemer Church Planting Center Mark Reynolds

1:00 PM 7. Dwelling Through the Text Mark Driscoll

2:15 PM Break

2:30 PM 8. Persuasion Tim Keller

3:30 PM Q & A with Tim Keller and Mark Driscoll

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE



3 -  Dwell Conference - NYC -  April 2008

Welcome to Dwell

Welcome to the inaugural Dwell Conference in New York City co-hosted by Redeemer 
Church Planting Center and Acts 29 Network. Over the last two years, these 
organizations have become friends and have had similar visions. This led Scott 
Thomas, Director of Acts 29 and Pastor of Church Planting at Mars Hill Church and 
Mark Reynolds, associate director of Redeemer Church Planting Center to envision a 
collaborative conference that would highlight urban church planting.

The event sold out in a short time with the lineup of world-class speakers in a world-
class city. The registrants are from 34 states and 6 foreign countries (Australia, Canada, 
England, Germany, India and Spain). The goal was to provide a conference that 
integrated multiple learning experiences. The speakers will present ideas and the 
participants will discuss the material at the tables by answering set questions. On Tues-
day afternoon, we have organized an opportunity to learn about dwelling in an urban 
city in an incarnational manner. The conference cannot be experienced by downloading 
messages; it must be experienced live to have the greatest impact.

At the lunches, we are presenting an overview of our church planting centers. Acts 29 
will present their vision on Tuesday and Redeemer will present on Wednesday. Please 
take advantage of these opportunities. Both organizations are seeking to lead 
aggressive church planting movements that give birth to gospel-centered churches 
reaching unchurched people.

Thank you for your participation. Please let us know if we can help you in any way.

Your Co-Hosts,

Scott Thomas
 
 Mark Reynolds
Acts 29 Network
 
 Redeemer Church Planting Center
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C.J. MAHANEY
C.J. leads Sovereign Grace Ministries in its mission to establish and support local churches. After 27 
years of pastoring Covenant Life Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland, C.J. handed the senior pastor 
role to Joshua Harris, allowing C.J. to devote his full attention to Sovereign Grace. C.J.'s books in-
clude Humility: True Greatness; Living the Cross-Centered Life; and Sex, Romance, and the Glory 
of God: What Every Christian Husband Needs to Know. C.J. and his wife, Carolyn, have three mar-
ried daughters and one son. They make their home in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

ED STETZER
Ed has planted churches in New York, Pennsylvania, and Georgia and transitioned declining 
churches in Indiana and Georgia. He has trained pastors and church planters on five continents, 
holds two masters degrees and two doctorates, and has written dozens of articles and books. He is 
currently the Director of Lifeway Research and Lifeway’s Missiologist in Residence.  He is the author 
of Planting Missional Churches and, most recently, co-author (with Philip Nation) of Compelled by 
Love: The Most Excellent Way to Missional Living.

ERIC MASON
Eric and his wife Yvette parachuted into Philadelphia, PA and launched Epiphany 1 1/2 years ago. 
Eric is an adjunct Professor at Biblical Theological Seminary and has been doing urban ministry for 
the last 12 years in multiple capacities.  Eric and Yvette have been married since 1997 and have 
one child, Immanuel (6 years old). Eric received his B.S. from Bowie State University; a Master of 
Theology from Dallas Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry (Ministry in Complex Urban 
Settings) from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Boston, MA.

DARRIN PATRICK
Darrin founded The Journey in 2002 with a desire plant a church in the heart of St. Louis, Missouri. He is 
Vice President of Acts 29 Network and has a passion to equip the church to live the gospel in the world. 
His church, The Journey runs four services across three campuses, while continuing to being aggressive in 
church planting in St Louis and beyond. Darrin is married to his high school sweetheart, Amie, and they 
have three beautiful children, Glory, Grace and Drew. 

MARK DRISCOLL
Driscoll founded Mars Hill Church in Seattle in the fall of 1996. The church has grown from a small Bible 
study to over six thousand people in one of America’s least churched cities. He co-founded and is president 
of the Acts 29 Church Planting Network, which has planted over one hundred twenty churches in the U.S. 
and internationally. Most recently he founded the Resurgence Missional Theology Cooperative. 
His writing includes the books Vintage Jesus, The Radical Reformission: Reaching Out Without Selling Out 
and Confessions of a Reformission Rev.: Hard Lessons from an Emerging Missional Church. Mark and his 
high school sweetheart, Grace, enjoy raising their three sons and two daughters.

TIM KELLER
Keller is a graduate of Bucknell University (B.A.), Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary (M.Div.), 
and Westminster Theological Seminary, where he received his D.Min. He served as a pastor in Vir-
ginia for nine years, while also serving as director of church planting for the PCA. He also served on 
the faculty of Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and he continues as 
an adjunct professor of practical theology. Redeemer started a church planting center in 2001 and 
has helped start over 100 churches in the New York City area and around the world. Keller lives on 
Roosevelt Island in New York City with his wife, Kathy. They have three sons, David, Michael, and 
Jonathan. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
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PASTORAL PRIORITIES
1.

C.J. Mahaney

Notes
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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TABLE TALK QUESTIONS:

1. Godly character is unquestionably the preeminent qualification for a pastor or church planter, 
although its cultivation is usually more difficult than learning doctrine, setting strategy, etc. How 
does a pastor identify and put to death his sinful desires, motives, and patterns? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the Scripture's clear teaching on the deceptiveness of sin and our need for others in 
the process of sanctification (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24-25; James 5:16)?  What practices in our life 
reflect that conviction?  What concrete steps can a pastor take to involve others in his pursuit of 
godliness, making them aware of temptations, and inviting their observations? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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2.
Introduction
 
“God’s Kingdom creates the Church and works in the world through the church.” –George Eldon Ladd, The 
Gospel of the Kingdom: Scriptural Studies in the Kingdom of God (p. 117).
 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
 

A Kingdom View (16-17)
 
2 Corinthians 5:16-17  From now on, then, we do not know anyone in a purely human way. Even if 
we have known Christ in a purely human way, yet now we no longer know Him like that. 17 Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have 
come.
 
 
A Mission of Reconciliation (18-19)
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19  Now everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us.
 

 
 

 

Mark 12:29-34,  29 “This is the most important,” Jesus answered: Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the 
Lord is One. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength. 31 “The second is: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to Him, “You are right, Teacher! You have correctly said that 
He is One, and there is no one else except Him. 33 And to love Him with all your heart, with all your un-
derstanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, is far more important than 
all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered intelligently, He said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to question Him any longer.
 

DWELLING IN THE
KINGDOM MISSION

Ed Stetzer

“IN CHRIST,” Jesus’ mission is our mission.
 
To serve: Luke 4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has 
anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim 
freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
 
To save: Luke 19:10  “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save 
the lost.”
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A Kingdom Mission (20)
 
2 Corinthians 5:20  “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; certain that God is appealing 
through us, we plead on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God.’”
 
Matthew 10:7-10  7 As you go, announce this: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, drive out demons. You have received free of charge; give 
free of charge. 9 Don’t take along gold, silver, or copper for your money-belts. 10 Don't take a traveling 
bag for the road, or an extra shirt, sandals, or a walking stick, for the worker is worthy of his food.
 
Matthew 6:33  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be pro-
vided for you.
 
 
  
A Cross-Centered Mission for the Kingdom (21)
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, “He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.”
 
Mark 1:14-15  14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the good news of God: 15 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe in the good news!”
 
Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip, as he proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.
 
 

Table Talk Question:
 
How does a Kingdom focus practically work itself out in our church planting?  In other words, “How should 
we plant if the church is the sign and instrument of the Kingdom of God? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

As a group, generate one question for Ed Stetzer based on the session contents.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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DWELLING INCARNATIONALLY3.
ERIC MASON

Introduction

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of !grace and !truth. John 1:14

No one has ever seen God; !the only God, who is at the Father’s side, ! he has made him known. John 1:18

1Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, !so that he might become a merciful and faith -
ful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has 
suffered !when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  Heb 2:17-18

Statements about and Definitions of Incarnational Mission

…Christ was not simply a loanword adopted into the vocabulary of humanity; he was fully [incar -
nated], taken into the functional system of the language, into the fullest reaches of personality, ex -
perience, and social relationship…in Christ’s great act of [Incarnation] Christ added nothing to hu -
manity as made in God’s image… (Andrew Walls, The Missionary Movement in Christian His -
tory, 28)

The most difficult step for many missionaries and urban church planters in the United States to 
take is to rearrange our lives.  Jesus rearranged His life for us, and it is imperative that we rear -
range our lives for the people he died for. (Harvie Conn & Manuel Ortiz, Urban Ministry, 335)

By incarnational mission, I mean the understanding and practice of Christian witness that is rooted 
in and shaped by the life, ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus (Darrell Guder, The 
Incarnation and the Churches Witness, xii)

Incarnational Practice of the Church as Gospel Ethics

New Testament 

…in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified Titus 2:7

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed Titus 3:1

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those 
who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 
Titus 3:8

Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruit -
ful. Titus 3:14


